
BRECKLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL

Report of: Phil Adams, Executive People and Public Protection Manager

To: Licensing Committee and Committee of the Licensing Authority

Author: Donna Hall, Licensing and Business Support Manager

Subject: Overview of the New Licensing Committee Structure

Purpose: The purpose of this report is to advise Members about the new Committee 
structure in place at Breckland for licensing committees and panel hearings

Recommendation(s): 

1) That members note the contents of this report and familiarise themselves with the new 
Structures

1.0 BACKGROUND

1.1 Licensing business has historically been covered by the Licensing Committee, the Appeals 
Committee and the General Purposes Committee. The committees had different 
membership and operated independently.  In July 2016 the decision was taken at full 
Council to change the structures to enable all licensing matters to come before the 
Licensing Committee and the Committee of the Licensing Authority. The Committees have 
the same membership and are made up of 15 Members. Membership of the Committees is 
decided at Annual Council.

1.2 These changes were introduced for a number of reasons which included ensuring decision 
making structures are more efficient and reducing the time burden on members and 
officers. 

1.3 The Committee of the Licensing Authority deals with licensing policy matters in relation 
to the Licensing Act 2003 and the Gambling Act 2005. 

1.4 The Licensing Committee deals with all other licensing functions which the Council is 
responsible for. This includes taxis, sex establishments, animal boarding and breeding 
establishments, zoos, riding establishments, dangerous wild animals, pet shops, street 
trading and scrap metal. 

1.5 Licensing Panels are held as required and consist of a subcommittee of three members 
from the membership of the Committee of the Licensing Authority. A Councillor cannot sit 
on the Panel if the premises are in his or her own ward. Licensing Panels are usually held 
to determine a licensing application where representations have been received, for 
example in relation to premises licence to sell alcohol. They may also convene to hear an 
application for the review of a premises licence, for example where a responsible authority 
such as the police has raised concerns about the ability of a licensed premise to uphold the 
licensing objectives. 

1.6 Licensing Hearing Panels are held as required and consist of a subcommittee consisting 
of three members appointed from the Licensing Committee. They will deal with applications 



or reviews for all other matters (not Licensing Act 2003 and Gambling Act 2005) such as 
taxi drivers. 

1.7 Whilst the new structure may appear to introduce extra committees and panels, in reality 
the same members will meet as both the Licensing Committee and the Committee of the 
Licensing Authority, and the meetings will be held consecutively. A diagram of the new 
structure is included at Appendix 1.

2.0 OPTIONS

2.1 The new Committee structure is already in place. There are no decisions to be made; 
members are asked to familiarise themselves with the changes. 

2.0 IMPLICATIONS

3.1 Constitution & Legal

3.1.1 The new structure is within the Council’s Constitution. 

3.2 Corporate Priorities

3.2.1 The new structure enables the Council to deal with licensing matters in an efficient and 
robust manner. This supports all four of the corporate priorities as the licensing regime is 
there to support trade and the growth of legitimate businesses and protect the public, 
enabling stronger and independent communities. 

3.3 Crime and Disorder 

3.3.1 Licensing panels will sometimes concern alleged criminality. The licensing regime is in 
place to act upon illegal activity and deter further problems from occurring. One of the 
licensing objectives relates to the prevention of crime and disorder.

3.4 Safeguarding

3.4.1 Panel hearings may at times be concerned with safeguarding matters as one of the 
licensing objectives relates to the protection of children from harm. 

4.0 WARDS/COMMUNITIES AFFECTED

4.1 All

Background papers:- Licensing Act 2003

Lead Contact Officer
Name and Post: Donna Hall
Telephone Number: 01362 656893
Email: donna.hall@breckland-sholland.gov.uk

Key Decision: No 

Exempt Decision: No 

This report refers to a Mandatory Service 



Appendices
Appendix 1 – Diagram of the New Licensing Committee Structure


